Pediatric septic shock: why has mortality decreased?-the utility of goal-directed therapy.
Mortality from septic shock in children has decreased by 92 percent in the last 36 years. The contributions of goal-directed therapy, intensive care, and other forms of support are responsible for this decrease. A deeper and more specific understanding of innate immunity and the biomolecular processes that operate in septic shock has offered the scientific basis to implement goal-directed therapies. However, therapies that are aimed specifically at manipulating the inflammatory cascade have yet to prove safe and effective.